AT Stake
SEQUENCE XV
BIG SALON (cont.)

INT/DAY

What was already heavy for six strong messengers proves to be almost impossible for the group. Very slowly, very short steps, their breaths strained, the faces bathed in sweat. A foot slides. The basket tilts. Edmond recovers the balance. 

SEQUENCE XVI
BIG SALON 

INT/DAY

They make it to the staircase. They change places to let Gerardo and Edmond hold most part of the weight. A deep breath. A hand wipes the sweat away from a pair of scared eyes.

In spite of his heart condition, Don Antonio helps. From upstairs, the steps seem to descend into infinity. Among exclamations of:

· Careful!

· Slowly!

· To the left! More! More! Not so much!

· Oh, God, I can’t anymore!

SEQUENCE XVII
ENTRANCE HALL /DINNING ROOM

INT/DAY

They succeed in bringing the basket to the entrance hall.

· We made it! Don Antonio, open the door please.

His breath labored and a slightly trembling hand, Don Antonio turns the doorknob. Pushes. The door opens some 15 inches before hitting against something. Don Antonio pushes harder. Claudia’s face is bathed in sweat. Her eyes, begging. She moans: 

· I’m sorry. It’s going to fall!

AT Stake

SEQUENCE XVII
ENTRANCE HALL /DINNING ROOM (cont.)

INT/DAY

· Claudia! Control yourself! If it explodes we blow all to pieces!

These words renew everybody’s energy. Don Antonio tries to push outwards once more. He pops his head out to see the nature of the obstacle. A stake around ten inches in diameter is coming out of the earth and seems to grow slowly. Someone pushes Don Antonio to the side. Gerardo’s head pops out. Looks down. His eyes widen with surprise. 

Stumbling, they climb down the four steps leading to the dinning room. With a last effort, the deposit the basket on the breakfast table. Lola’s voice, somewhat hysterical, calls their attention:

· Look!

They all walk to the panoramic window and look out. Around the house, at exact intervals, wooden stakes have begun to sprout out of the earth.

· We are surrounded!

In the following silence the tic-tack sound amplifies until it becomes a roar. 

