The Escape

A Louise von Wrangell Film
Free adaptation from Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”. 1891 

1. EXECUTION. RIVERSIDE. EXTERIOR. DAY.

Rapidly flowing water. Two rough men’s hands, using a folded black handkerchief, blindfold a pair of eyes full of wrath and despair. In the background runs a fast flowing river. 

John, a handsome man in his mid twenties, blindfolded, sits on a tree trunk. His hands are tied up behind his back. Sweat patches darken his uniform, a uniform not unlike the one worn by his enemies. Behind him the river flows. John is going to hang.

The improvised scaffold is ready. A rod has been nailed to the rough wooden dock. A long plank protrudes a few feet into the water. The scaffold faces the river.

A War at its highest point. Cannons and muskets shatter the air from far away. 

A Major, in a uniform resembling those of the late 19th century, signals with his head. His adjutant nods and gestures to two other soldiers to his left. 

A group of scared and angry civilians stand close to each other, at the other side of the soldiers. Among them stands Maria, horror-stricken. Beside her, two women friends hold her hands, consoling her.

